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il iV * . i en nasties Concer ae ae Cs a) Franklin County / Vermont Loop - Advanced (16 miles) 
KAT. Toby ran 7 , / IEGRO € a Ms ( This route connects from Main Street in Northfield to the Ashuelot é 
fo orrin | ' / ly = : This loop begins at the Franklin County Bikeway's Greenfield- 
Forest ~ ae | | “J | at Dp sa —. ? ) | and Fort Hill Rail Trails in New Hampshire. These rail trails are not ; ¥ 
State Fo , | ee: | \ fi ie ‘ x », | Montague Route at the intersection of West Gill Road and 
1 ff ir | j ] at \ ; |] paved, but are constructed of sandy/cinder surfaces. This route 


Hoeshop Road. This route travels into Vermont and loops back 
south on Pond Road/ Scott Road/West Road to Mount Hermon 
' Station Road. This loop is strenuous because of the very hilly 
| | tn i =O, | 1K terrain. 

4 | | Northeastern Franklin County Route - Advanced (15.5 miles) 

/ SRLS Sy : 2 _ | | This route begins in Orange and ends Northfield. The route travels 

4 ! ; =< near Mount Grace State Forest and to Main Street (Route 63) in 
Northfield. Main Street (Route 63) in Northfield is part of the 
Northfield Connector route. This route is classified as “advanced” 
because the roads are hilly and windy and have little or no shoulder. 


has long, steep climbs with no shoulders in some locations, and 
therefore classified as for “advanced" bicyclists. 


S 
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The Northfield Connector - Intermediate/Novice (14 miles) 
This route is located in the towns of Erving and Northfield. This 
route provides a link to the Northfield Mountain Recreation and 
Environmental Center from Montague and downtown Northfield. 
The route travels over the East Mineral Road Bridge along Dorsey 
i | \ 5 as Road, River Road, Pine Meadow Road, Ferry Road, and Main 

Ty — | We id Y mle \ v | pict) : Street in Northfield center. 
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Alternate Route - Intermediate (7.5 miles) — 
ul eh IS ae ieee naa ea aa Franklin Orange / Greenfield Route - Intermediate/Advanced(24.5 miles) 
D ares a 7 fo DORE = VANCES. iS re ures Sees This route connects Orange to Greenfield. The route travels 
an and generally has less traffic. through Wendell Center and the Village of Millers Falls. The route 
g g 


RUS 


connects to Millers Falls Road. Millers Falls Road is part of the 
Franklin County Bikeway and connects to the Canalside Trail 


—— Bikepath in Turners Falls. 


The Leverett-Amherst Route - Intermediate (13.4 miles) 

This route travels from Millers Falls Road through Montague Center —z 

to Leverett Center and connects to North Amherst in Hampshire The Connecticut River Route - Intermediate (9.4 miles) This route 
County. From North Amherst this route connects to the travels near the Connecticut River from Montague to Sunderland. 

University of Massachusetts campus, the University Connector Bike The route travels on Greenfield Road, South Ferry Road, and 

Path, and the Nortwottuck Rail Trail. Meadow Road in Montague, and Falls Road and Route 47 in Sunderland. 
[ay 

Shutesbury Loop - Intermediate (20.5 miles) 

This loop travels through Shutesbury from the existing Leverett- 

Amherst Route of the Franklin County Bikeway. This route travels 

north to Lake Wyola via Locks Pond Road and then heads west on 

Lakeview Road/North Leverett Road to connects with the bikeway 

on Montague Road. Caution should be exercised on this route ~ 42°25'0"N 
because Shutesbury/Leverett Road has high traffic volumes and 3 
little or no shoulders. 


River Road Route - Intermediate(1g 7 miles) 


This loop begins in Deerfield at the southern end of the Canalside 
Trail Bike Path at the parking area near the East Deerfield Railroad 
Yard. The loop travels south on River Road,crosses theDeerfield- 
Sunderland Bridge, and connects to the “Connecticut River Route". 
There is also the option of proceeding south on River Road and 
connecting to the “River Road Connection into Hampshire County" 
route. 


72°35'0"W 72°30'0"W 72°25'0"W 72°20'0"W 72°15'0"W 


Be safe when you ride 


Are you ready to ride? Before each ride: 
Wear a helmet. 


- Check your brakes; 

- Make sure your wheels are not loose; 

- Secure any loose clothing with clips, 
velcro straps, or by tucking the cuff into 
your socks. Loose pant legs can get caught 
in bicycle spokes and gears; 

- Use a secure bicycle luggage carrier 
to transport your belongings. Never try to hold 
packages in your hand while biking: and 

- Be alert and do not wear headphones. 


Helmets save lives. The Massachusetts General Law states, “any person 16 
years of age or younger operating a bicycle or being carried as a passenger 
on a bicycle on a public way, bicycle path or on any other public right-of-way 
shall wear a helmet.” [Mass. General Law (M.G.L.) Chapter 85 Section 11B(2)]. 





Use a light and reflectors when riding at night. 


When riding at night, the state law requires that bicycles must be equipped 
with a white light on the front, and a red light or red reflector in the rear 

that are visible from 500 feet. The bicycle or bicyclist must also be equipped 
with reflectors on each pedal or around each ankle that are visible from 600 
feet. [M.G.L. Chapter 85 Section 11B (8) and (9)]. 


Follow the rules of the road for bicyclists. 
eRide right with the flow of traffic; 
*Ride single file; 
*Signal using either hand to alert motorist when stopping or turning 
(see M.G.L. Chapter 85 Section 11B); 
*Look in all directions, before turning or merging; 
*Ride in a predictable, straight line; 
eMerge and turn as if you were driving a motor vehicle; 
eUse your voice or a bell to alert pedestrians; 
*Stay alert for vehicles coming out of driveways and side streets, 
and for people sitting in parked cars who may open a door; and 
eAvoid the “right hook” (when a motorist passes a cyclist on the left and turns 
right into the bike’s path) . Passing stopped or slow-moving cars on the right 
side places you in a driver's blind spot. Ride far enough into the lane to avoid 


Franklin County, 
Massachusetts 


Teach children safe 

bicycling habits. 

- Teach children to stop and look 
before coming out of a driveway, 
and to walk their bicycles across 
an intersection. 

- Do not allow children to ride in 
traffic until they know the rules 
of the road. 





riding in a driver’s blind spot and parked cars. 

| Mew * Never let children “play” with 
Bicycles may be ridden on sidewalks outside of business districts when it is in * bicycles in the street. 
the interest of safety, unless otherwise directed by a local ordinance. BIKEWAY . 





Always wear a helmet. 
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The Franklin Regional Council of Governments, the cities and towns over whose roads you will travel, and the agencies and groups listed on this map are not responsible for your personal 
safety and in no manner certify the safety of these routes for use by bicyclists. These roads are suggested only as more suitable than others for bicycle travel. All users assume full 
responsibility for their own safety. This map includes roads that may be private. Please respect the rights of landowners. This map was prepared 
in cooperation with the Massachusetts Department of Transportation and the US Department of Transportation under contract number 57373. 


Other sources for bicycling in Franklin County and Massachusetts include: Franklin County Chamber of Commerce, enjoytheridebybike.com, 
MassGIS, MassDot, Department of Conservation and Recreation, and The Franklin Regional Council of Govenrments www.frcog.org 
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Eastern Franklin County Bikeway Routes 


Franklin County is located in northwestern Massachusetts. 

It 1s the most rural county in Massachusetts, and is bordered by 
Vermont and New Hampshire to the north, Berkshire County 

to the west, Hampshire County to the south, and Worcester 
County to the east. Franklin County is a scenic place for 
bicycling.There are picturesque natural landscapes which consist 
of forests, hills, river valleys and vast areas of farmland. 


The Eastern Franklin County Bikeway Routes Map is part of 
a series of maps for the county which are intended to 

provide preferred routes for bicycling. This map consists of a 
series of shared roadway routes in which bicyclists travel with 
the flow of motor vehicle traffic in a shoulder or breakdown 
lane of the road. These routes may not be suitable for novice 
or less experienced bicyclists. It is important that all bicyclist 
s consider their riding abilities when choosing the best route 
to ride. In order to assist bicyclists in determining which of 
the routes would be best suited to their abilities the narrative 
descriptions of the rides have been ranked as “novice”, 
“intermediate” or “advanced”. The map also contains 
information on the distance and elevation profile for each route. 
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Legend Bike Route Road Description i P 
[P| Public Parking LY Northfield Connector 7S Highway Franklin Regional 
@ Reference Point SRY Orange - Greenfield /N/ tocal Road = Council of Governments 





YSZ Yirt/Gravel Road 


Restaurant ONG Northeast Franklin County 

Mountain Biking ove’ River Road Connector For more information on bicycling in Franklin 

Bnet orep GNA River Road Loop [_] Open Space/ Park County please visit: www. enjoytheridebybike.com 
Boat Ramp CNA Connecticut River Route eal Developed Land a a. frcog.org 
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